ICNE History

ICNE Activities

Quincy Sunday school

ICNE upcoming events

By Mary Lahaj

The history of the
Islamic Center of New
England is the story of
seven unskilled,
uneducated Lebanese
Muslim families who
immigrated to the
United States in the
early 20th century,
arriving in a foreign
land, with no mosque
to attend and no hope
of building one. It took
two generations
(immigrant and first-
born) working together
for 30 years to build it.
Each generation
motivated for different
reasons, but ultimately
wanting the same thing:
to express their ethnic
and religious heritage,
become an integral part
of the religious landscape

Figure 1: Photo of original masjid.

of America, educate their
children, and create a
space where their
children could socialize
and marry each other.

The mosque they built in
1964 in Quincy, MA is the
oldest mosque in New
England. Their
accomplishment at first
looked like it might be just
a shallow victory. The

dark cloud of debt,
insufficient funds to pay
bills, and hardly anyone
at Friday prayers
threatened to undo their
dream. After 30 years of
trying to build a mosque,
only a handful of
founders were left,
fighting against all odds,
once again, to keep the
doors open.

Quincy:

Monday : Islamic History:
By Imam Khalid

Tuesday : Halaga by
Imam Khalid on various
topics

Thursday : Halaga by

Sh. Suheil

Friday : Halaga by Sh.
Subheil
Saturday : Halaga by

different speakers along
with community dinner.

Sharon:

Friday : Halaga by
different speakers along
with dinner

(To get updates on
Friday & Saturday
Halaga’s e-mail
icne_net@yahoo.com)
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Then, in 1965, a new
Immigration Act was
passed, allowing Muslims
from all over the world to
enter America. These
Muslims quickly
discovered a mosque in
Quincy, the only mosque
in all of New England. The
founders were in awe of
Allah and their good
fortune. They thought they
were building a mosque
for their children, but in
the Divine plan, they
realized that they had built
a mosque for every
Muslim. The new
immigrants rescued the
Center and supported it by

later, prefer an entirely
different one because it
addresses different
need(s). Today in New
England, Muslims are
blessed to have a
spectrum of mosque
communities to choose
from, and to have such a
multitude of mosques to
choose from makes the
words of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) ring
with truth: “Diversity in my
community is a blessing.”

It is important for Muslims
who came to this country
after 1964 to become
familiar with the history of
the Islamic Center of New
England. To have a

hard work and steady
donations.

The new immigrants were
also highly skilled and
educated, and they taught
the American-born
founders about true
Islamic practice. In
exchange, they learned
from the founders how to
build a mosque in
America. Their ambitions
knew no limits and they
set out from Quincy to
build more mosques to
accommodate the rapidly
increasing Muslim
population. As a result,
well over 30 Centers were

maosque as soon as you
arrive in a foreign country
is a great blessing.
Imagine that there was
nothing here when the
founders arrived in the
early 1900s. And when
this author was growing
up, 30 years later, there
still was no mosque or
community.

Today, the Islamic Center
of New England in
Sharon, MA has a
beautiful large prayer
room, social hall, and
school, with plenty of land
for further expansion. The
Center has become a
model of peaceful co-
existence and is open for

built throughout New
England in the last 30
years (1979-2009).

Mosque communities are
different from one another
and people are free to
choose whichever one fits
them best. In an effort to
find a middle way, i.e., a
level of religious practice
that suits his or her life
style, family needs, job,
culture, race, or ethnic
heritage, level of
education or integration,
even temperament, a
Muslim might prefer one
mosque community at one
time in life, and 30 years

interfaith dialogue,
socializing, and learning.
A few years ago, there
was even a marriage
between two young
people who grew up
attending the Islamic
Center of New England!
And so, the dream of
being a part of the
religious landscape of
America lives on.
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Philosophy

All praises are due to
Allah, The Lord of the
entire universe. For
Muslims, Allah is the
only deity worthy of
worship, and
guidance for living in
this world and the
hereafter comes to us
through the Quran
and Sunnah of the
prophet Mohammad
(p-b.u.h.). Through

Prophet Mohammad
(p.b.u.h.) and the Quran,
Allah has revealed to
mankind the true nature of
our being, the universe in
which we live, creation
and the end, balance in
the scheme of things, our
potential, our limitations
and choices.

Mission

The mission of the Quincy
Sunday School of Islamic

them justifiable pride in
their Islamic heritage; by
encouraging them to
practice sound Islamic
values and manners
based on the Qur'an and
the Sunnah; by providing
a good Islamic
atmosphere where our
children can interact with
each other in school and
with the elders during
prayer sessions in the
Masijid; by participating in
the cleanliness and
maintenance of the
center; and by going on
occasional field trips etc.
These activities will
develop, in our children,
genuine love of Allah and
His creatures; provide our
children the opportunity to
develop leadership skills;
challenge them to aim
high, work together, be
creative, and resolve
conflict peacefully.

Courses

Three subjects are taught.

itation &
Understanting:
Recitation I, 11 & 111

Class Levels
There are five levels

based on age and
knowledge:

Kindergarten: PreK, Kl &
Kll: 4 -5 years old

Makka: 5 -8 Years old

The mission of the
Quincy Sunday
School of Islamic

Hijra: 9 —11 Years Studies is to develop
old a well-rounded
Madina: 11 - 14 Years Muslim personality in
old our children#

Al-Islam: 14 — 18 Years

old

School Hours :
9:30 am — 1:30 pm

TUITION

One child: $200 Two
Children: $350 Three
Children: $400

Four or more Children:

$450
Annual registration: $20
per Family Annual

Fee for Books: $30 per

Studies is to develop a Religion - :
well-rounded Muslim Quranic Reading: gr:::;j Lunch: $20 per
personality in our children. Reading I, Il & llI
The school develops such Quranic Limited financial aid: May
a personality in our Memorization/Rec b€ available for few very
children by instilling in needy students
|
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Please visit us at www.icne.net
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Introductory Islamic Financial Ethics

An Intensive on the Basic Figh of Financial Transactions
Saturday February 13" 2010 from 10 am — 4pm

Venue: Point Webster Middle School
60 Lancaster St, Quincy, MA 02169

Speakers: Shaykh Suheil Laher, Mufti lkram ul Haq, Imam Khalid Nasr
& Shaykh Taha Abdul-Basser

\

=Riba (Usary): Definifions, Every Day Examples and Avoidance Strategies
*Essential Hnowledge and Finanee: \Why Does It Matter?

*Home Cars, College and other Consmmer Financing: Key Issues, Basic Principles
and Working Solutions

=Business Financing: Key Issues, Basic Principles and Working Solutions

Registration FREE (need to RSVP)

Sponsored by ICNE & Straightway Ethical Advisory

Tuition: $85

Learn More: meaningfulprayer.bayyinah.com

Sign Up: bayyinah.com/studentcenter

meaningfulprayer@bayyinah.com
Contact: 260-334-2625

BAYYl NAH COM Instructor: AbdulNasir J;Hgda




